
third. It is our hope that all churches, organizations, and individuals will make 
an “extra” liberal contribution for this most meeded cause. 

If it is at all possible, we would be, indeed, honored to have you visit Montgom- 
ery during some period of this week and share in the rich fellowship that we are 
all anticipating. Again, we request your co-operation and speedy reply. 

Cordially yours, 
[signed] 
Martin Luther King, Jr., 
President 
[signed] 
Ralph D. Abernathy, 
Institute Chairman 

28 Nov 
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From Gil B. Lloyd 

28 November 1956 
Seattle, Wash. 

The pastor of Mount Zion Baptist Church in Seattle urges King to run forpresident of 
the National Baptist Convention, citing the need for dynamic new leadershq.’ Lloyd’s 
request reveals discontent with the leadership ofJ H. Jackson among those Baptist 
ministers who wanted the group to promote civil rights. At the conuention’s September 
meetings a faction of delegates, includingsome of King, Sr. ’s, closest friends, sought to 
limit Jackson’s tenure as president, but the issue was tabled until the followingyear. On 
7 January 1957 King Jr., declined Lloyd ’s offer to organize support for a presidential 
campaign at the next convention meeting in Kansas City. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Pastor 
Dexter Avenue Baptist Church 
309 South Jackson Street 
Montgomery Alabama 

My Dear Dr. King: 

This letter comes to ask your permission to form a committee to sponsor your 
name for the presidency of the National Baptist Convention, USA., Inc. As we 
stand at the threshold of momentous decision on Christian integration, while 
taking the long-range view of the future of our Negro Baptist ranks, we MUST 

I. Gil Burton Lloyd (1916-), born in Nashville, Tennessee, earned his B.A. (1939) from Fisk Uni- 
versity and his M.Ed. (1969) from Seattle University. Ordained in 1939, he served as an army chaplain 
and community worker in Chicago. He became pastor of Seattle’s Mount Zion Baptist Church in 1954, 
staying there until 1957. From 1959 to 1986 he served as pastor of Cherry Hill Baptist Church in Seattle. 443 
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HAVE A NEW LEADERSHIP which embodies religious zeal with scholarship, 
group loyalty with clear thinking, and administration with integrity. Across the 
nation, your embodiment of these virtues is a fiat accompli. Under your leader- 
ship, our national body could develop a much-needed program of dynamic evan- 
gelism, education, missions, social action and finance. As I see it, without such a 
development at this particular insightful point of Negro-and-Baptist history in 
this country, our Baptist churches will miss their greatest opportunity since Re- 
construction to enrich and broaden and stabilize their future. 

With your permission I should like to organize a committee of approximately 
25 to 50 across the country, to actively work for your nomination and election at 
Kansas City. There are no strings attached; you would have to approve our pub- 
licity and statements; and should a disruptive contest be foreseen, withdrawal 
would be a mutual agreement. This would be a voluntary movement on the com- 
mittee’s part. However, I should like your permission to launch the program dur- 
ing my Christmas mailing across the nation: because 1 have longed for a Baptist 
messiah like you since 1932!! 

Respectfully, your Brother 
[signed] 
Gil Burton Lloyd 

GBL/agw 

TALS. MLKP-MBU: Box 61A. 

To Lottie Mae Pugh 

28 November 1956 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

On 8 November Pugh, a student at the Booker T Washington School in Suffolk, 
Virginia, had written to King about her wish “to work in a n  Orphan Home”after 
completing her high school education. She wanted “to know what qualities would you 
say one would have to possess in order to attain success in this$eld. ”She continued: “I 
admire the success you have won in your chosenfield and that has prompted me to seek 
guidance from you. ” 

Miss Lottie Mae Pugh 
P.O. Box 854 
Suffolk, Virginia 

Dear Miss Pugh: 

Thanks for your very kind letter of November 8. I was more than happy to hear 
from you. It is always encouraging to find young persons who are desirous of 
serving humanity. I am sure that there is a real need for persons to work in or- 
phan homes. I would say that the basic qualities necessary for such a venture are 
conscientiousness, dedication to the cause of human need, soundness in think- 444 
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